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From the Teagher’s Manual. 

ON GAINING THE! AFFECTIONS 
YOUR SCHOLARS. 

_ As your work is eminently a 
“ Jabour of love,” it becomes you 
to be solicitous in, gaining the af- 
fection and confidence of the chil- 
dren placed under your especial 
care, While some teachers of 
day schools rule by fear, the Sab- 
bath teacher should alwags govern 
by kindness ; indeed a genuine 
love of the young is one great 
qualification for his employment. 
Thus should you seek to imitate 
him, whe says, “1 drew them 
with cords of a man, with bands 
of love.” Hosea xi. 4. _ 

Your object should be, as much 
as possible,to assimilate your char- 
acter to that of a tender and pru- 
dent parent. 

If your children are thorough- 
hy persuaded and convinced that 
you seek their welfare and bappi- 
ness, they will be prepared to re- 
ceive your instructions with atten- 
tion, and your admonitions with- 
gut ition. The gratuitous 
nature of your engagements, the 
self-denial it implies, and the per- 
sonal sacrifices you make, are all 
calculated to produce a pleasing 
prepossession in your favour, and 
to conicifiate the regard of your 

Is- 
i your manner be gentle and 
hind. —-Repulsive coldness 
alienate the children’s minds from 
you; ster= authority will only 
produce a temporary and and un- 
willing obetience ; but genuine af 
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fection will soften their hearts, and 


a their characters, Chil- 
ren are ve ick in meeps | i 
the tones, the renee 
the manners, of their instructors ; 
and they have an influential effect, 
either in conciliating esteem, or 
producing aversion. Hence the 
necessity of great care in these 
particulars, if you would gain the 
love and promote the welfare of 
your pupils. What an admirable 
example, for your imitation, did 
the Apostle Paul and his asspci- 
ates present: «‘We were gentle a- 
mong you,even asa nurse cherish- 
eth her children ; so, being affec- 
tionately desirous of you,we were 
willing to have imparted unto you, 
not the gospel of God only, but 
also onr own souls, because ye 
were dear unto us.” 


Encourage the abildren’s exer- 
tions, and speak kindly to them, and 
of them, when they deserve com- 
mendation.—A little general en- 
couragement, when judiciously 
given, will produce a good effect. 
Some teachers are always com; 
planing of the faalts of the schol- 
ars, and scarcely ever giving them 
a word of commendation. With 
such treatment cause for complaint 
will never be wanting. The 
children wil reason in thi way ; 
“We shall be found fault with 
whether we exert ourselves or 


will || not, and therefore we prefer be- 


ing indifferent and idle.” A hint 
of approbation, a kind word of re- 
commendation to the superinten- 
dent, will bave ‘9 very powerful 
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and attractive influence in stimu- 
lating the children to great exer- 
tion. An occasional:gift of <a lit- 
tle book, with.a few appropriate 
observations in the teacher’s own 
handwriting, will be received as a 
token of love, and secure atten- 
tion to the contents of the volume. 
« The backward, the dull, the 
ill-tempered, & the uninteresting 
scholar’ must. be kindly encour- 
aged, as well as the forward the 
quick,and the prepossessing child, 
In fact, these children of inferior 
capacities and rugged feelings, in- 
stead of being left to neglect and 
discouragement, will rather re- 
quire an additional stimulus, and 
more devoted and persevering 
attention than their companions. 
Perhaps such children never 
knew what kindness meant ; they 
may have been harshly treated at 
home, and therefore their tem- 
pers have been formed in a rug- 
ged mould : we must endeavour 
to counteract this evil by kindness. 
In apportioning the degree of 
encouragement to the peculiar 
dispositions and talents of each 
child, discretion will be needed, 
that so we may neither paralize 


exertion, nor excite vain-glorious | 


feelings. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you a 
detail of the mode of procedure, 
&c. &c, in our Sabbath school.— 
Yet, after all, like every other di- 
vine institution, the portrait must 
necessarily fall far short of the 
original. In order to have.a cor- 
rect conception, in the langnage 
of one of our little scholars, when 
Ywerrorgated respecting the com- 
patative sweetness of honey, “ it 
is as sweet—as sweet—as sweet — 
you must taste it and then-you will 
know.” —Washingtonville Report. 











——— 


GLEANINGS. 


EXTRACTS, 
FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORTS. 


‘** Our. most important, are ouk 
earliest years,” is a truth main- 
tained in the Bible and confirmed 
by experience..Jo youth the char- 
acter is.formed, and though im- 
pressions them received may be 
weakened, they are seldom if ev- 
er, entirely obliterated. A youth 
brought up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, may wan- 
der from-the path in after life ; he 
may wring from his parents and 
teachers hearts many a bitter sigh. 
But the season of reflection will 
come—the recollecctions of his 
youth—the precepts, and promis- 
es, and threatnings of the Bible— 
the prayers and entreaties of 
teachers and ministers will pre- 
sent so many barriers to hedge 
up his way, and prevent him from 
going to final ruin. 

“ Though seed lie burried i 
lt ro ren our vey nate 


The precious grain will ne’er be lost, 
For grace ensures the crop.” 


NY. Repors. 





— 

How thrilling must be the sen- 
sation to a faithful teacher in sub- 
sequent life, to be accosted as was 
Robert Raikes, the founder of 


Sunday schools. ‘One. day,”’ 
said he, ‘‘ as I was going to church, 
I overtook a soldier just entering 
the church door. This was on a 
week-day. As 1 passed him, I 
sakl, it gave me pleasure to see 
that he was going to a place of 
worship. ‘ Ah! Sir,’ said he, ‘1 
may thank you for that.’ ‘ Me.’ 
said I, ‘why I do not know that I 
ever saw you before.’ ‘ Sir,’ said 
he, ‘ when I was a little boy I was 
indebted to you for my first in- 
struction in my duty. I used to 
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meet at your morning service in 
this ca 
your Sunday scholars. My fath- 
er when he left the city, took me 
into Berksheir, and pyt me ap- 
prentice to a shoemaker ; I used 
often to think of you. At length 
I went to London, and ‘was there 
drawn to serve as a militia man in 
the Westminster militia. 1 came 
to Gloucester last night with a de- 
serter, and came this morning to 
visit the old spot; and in hopes 
ef seeing you.’ 

He then told me his name, and 
brought himself to my recollection 
by the mention of a curious cir- 
eumstance, which happened while 
he was at school. His father was 
a journeyman currier; a vile, 
profligate man. After the boy 
had been some time at school, he 
came one day and told me that his 
father was wonderfully changed ; 
that he had left off going to the 
ale-house on Sunday. It happen- 
ed soon after that I met the man 
inthe street, and said to him, ‘My 
sear friend, it gives me great 
pleasure to hear that you have left 
off going to the ale-house on Sun- 
day, your boy tells me that you 
now stay at hume, and never get 
tipsey.’ ‘Sir,’ said he, ‘1 ma 
thank you for it.’ ‘ Nay,’ said I, 
* that’s impossible ; I do not recol- 
lect that [ ever beheld you be- 
fore.’ ‘No, Sir,’ said he, ‘ but 
the good instructions you gave my 
boy, he brings home to me ; and 
it is that, sir, which has induced 
me to reform my life.” 

In this interesting department 
of Christian duty and usefulness, 
the General Committee take leave 
to invite all young converts to en- 
gage. Is there a pious young la- 
dy here who wishes to accomplish 
something for her master? here 


is afield where her best faculties 


ral, and was one of 





and affections will not miss their 
appropriate employments. Is 
there a young man who begins to 
inquire, How can I make the 
most of this little span of human 
life in advancing the Redeemér’s 
kingdom ? the Sabbath school pre- 
sents a scene the most inviting,the 
most promising, " 

Whatever other opportunities 
they may not be able to enjoy 
of doing good, which are allotted 
to some others under more fa- 
voured circumstances, here is a 
wide field, in which few, very 
few indeed, wlio have the heart to 
do good, can fail of being exten- 
sively useful.—id. 


It is hazarding little to say, 
that the influence which one pi- 
ous devoted Sabbath school teach- 
er, (male or female,) may exert, 
however humble or obscure his 
or her condition in life may be, 
will be extended and felt down to 
the day of millennial glory.— ib. 

a 


In calling young Christians to 
engage in this work, while the 
committee do assure them that 
they will be amply and richly re- 
warded for their labour of love, 
they also candidly tell them, that 
there are self-deny ing duties con- 
nected with them; the labours 
and the blessings—the toils and 
the honours—the crosses and the 
crowns—the trials and rewards in 
this glorious enterprise, are very 
closely allied.— 1b. 

f____) 

Since the last report, Mary 
Jane Dowling, only daughter of 
Mrs. Catharine Dowling, a schol- 
ar, and subsequently a teacher in 
the Methodist Sabbath School in 
this place, has died. “She was 
‘eminently ‘qualified for a teacher 
by her education, her virtues, her 
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habits, and piety. Very early 
in life she made a pit ofession of re- 
ligion, and her conduct,since has 
been consistent with the self de- 
nying doctrines of Christ. For 
seyeral years past she is not 
known to have been out of tém- 
per, and the-distinguishing trait in 
her character wasthe t®e humil- 
ity which never forgets we are 
creatures dependent for all we re- 
ceive. She appeared to have no 
will of her own; it was merged 
in that of her mother and friends. 
During her last sickness which 
continued (with slight intermis- 
sions of ease) for six months, she 
was not known. to. murmur, but 
showed the most tender and deli- 
cate regard to the feelings of her 
friends’; bearing pain with a for- 
titude seldom witnessed in matur- 
er years. Her faith in the prom- 
ises of her Saviour was calm as 
the bowers of Eden, was bright 
as the morning without a cloud. 
A little before her death she call- 
ed to her bed side her only broth- 
er, and presenting him with a 
‘Testament, said, ‘* My dear broth- 
er, this Testament is all | have to 
give you ; receive it for my sake ; 
it has been my guide and instruc- 
tor, and given to me the sweetest 
consolations. I have nodoubt on 
my mind. I die resigned and hap- 
py in the promises of my Redeem- 
er.” A life so gentle, so dutiful, 
so useful in its sphere of action, 
so truly pious, was rewarded at 
the early age of sixteen, when 
her Divine Master commissioned 
angels of mercy to bear her spirit 
te.those pure regions where blest 
spirits dwell.—Report from Vicg. 


— 

A lovely young girl died, who 
‘was one of our constant. scholars, 
and though only ten years old, she 
Was o¢cagonally phade an assistant 





teacher. She delighted in the 
school and in all ious meet- 
ings ; she was the daughter of one 
of our fitst families, whose par- 
ents aided the Sabbath school. 
Daring the whole time of her 
illness, her little soul exulted in 


the hope of heaven, and her in- 


fant tongue was almost constantly 
chanting her Redeemer’s praises. 
Even in the most agonizing pains 
she would sing hymns, and call to 
those around her, “Sing on— 
sing on ;”’ and in the dead of night 
still her sweet voice was heard. 
And when she wag, not singing, 
she woud talk of h®aven, and of 
her Saviour, and of God ; and beg 
of her friends, ‘‘ Do not weep for 
me, my Saviour will receive ral 
ww. 
—_— 

The report of the union school 
in giving an account of their con- 
dition, says : “‘ Two of our teach- 
ers have professed religion since 
they joined the school, and eight 
of the scholars. We feel assur- 
ed that the influence of the school 
has been of incalculable advantage 
both to the children and their par- 
ents. Many have been led to the 
house of God, who have never 
been there before. We have seen 
the good effeets of our institution, 
particularly in the life and death 
of one pupil. In her last mo- 
ments she blessed the Sabbath 
school as the means of bringing 
her to a knowledge of salvation, 
and felt that she could read her 
title clear to glory.”"—Norfolk Re- 
port. 


—— 

The service of the Sabbath 
school is one in which angels would 
delight——and shall men, shall 
Christians, from a false sense of 

ignity, decline the task? Shall 
indolence of mind check thejr 
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yigour, or prevent a punctilious 
observance of their obligations ? 
Shall trifling difficulties cause dis’ 
cou , Or damp their ar- 
dour? “ If Spain,” to borrow 
the thought of amodern Mission- 
ary, ‘tin her present impoverished 
state, can send thousands ‘to in- 
crease the darknesa of Palestine, 
what should not we do to iilami- 
nate the land of our birth, and 
the home of our posterity: ?”— 
Let us then “ gird up the loins of 
our minds,”’ and advance with fer- 
vent prayer and untiring eal, to 
the discharge of every duty. Let 
us put into active operation all the 
energies of Christian ‘philanthro- 
py ; and with the word of God in 
our hands, and the love of Christ 
in our hearts, endeavor to rescue 
from the power of the destroyer, 
the portion of our degtaded race, 
which is hereafter to bear up the 
honours of our favoured Repub- 
licoReport from the Dist. Col. 
_ 
NEWBURYPORT. 


One Trustee says,—Three of 
the scholars have been called into 
the eternal world, who gave pleas- 
ing evidence of piety. One,a 
child ten years of age, was, dur- 
ing her sickness, much interested 
in her lessons committed at the 
Sabbath School. "She was often 
reading her Bible, and repeating 
passages of scripture; and when 
too weak to read herself, request- 
ed some one toreadtoher. This 
child andoubtedly received all her 
religious impressions at the Sab- 
bath School. Another was of- 
ten visited by her teacher, to 
whom she frequently spoke of 
her Sabbath school lessons, and 





remarked that they were a great 
comfort to her. Six others have 
recently expressed a hope that 
they have passed from death nto 


life, and give a satisfactory evi- 
dence of such a change. 

Another téacher says,—M. D. 
is the only one amung thé schol- 
ars who has made a profession of 
religion. Her seriows impres- 
sions she attributes to her teach- 
ers, whose conversation was the 
means of making her to feel the 
importance of religion. As far as 
[ can ascertain, the number of 
deaths are six ; in'three of which 
cases, they gave good evidence 
that the igious instrucction 
which they have received at the 
Sabbath School, dwelt much on 
their minds during their sickness. 
E. W. G. was one of the first 
scholars, and was attending the 
third geason, when she was taken 
sick and died aged thirteen years. 
During her sickness, her ming 
dwelt inuch on the ‘religiou” in- 
struction which she received at 
the Sabbath school. She was ne- 
ver known to express a wish to 
recover but once, and that was, 
that she might have the privilege 
of attending the Sabbath School. 
When she was so feeble that she 
could not speak only in a low 
whisper, she called her grand- 
mother to her bed, and said, * 1 
could repeat to you all my Suab- 
bath School lessons, if I bad 
strength of voice ;—but I am too 
weak ;—they are fresh in my 
memory.”’ When dying she bade 
her friends farewell, and said, “1 
long to depart to see Jesus.” 
C. D. hada very distressing sick- 
ness, but was remarkably patient 
and submissive ; she would occa- 
sionally speak of her Sabbath 
school instruction, and lamented 
that she did not make a better 
improvement of it white i# health. 
t was observed to her, that’ one 
of the scholars had left off goinz. 
“Oh,” said she, “if I get well, 
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i hope I shall never feel, too old. 


to go.’’ She speke of her teach- 
er with much affection, She ex- 
pressed a willingness to die, and 
a wish to be gone. . She was 
asked if her. desire to die was 
net to get rid of pain? ‘Oh no, 
but a desire too see Christ.” 
—_ 

Another says,_-Two of the 
scholars have died, One was ha- 
bitually serious and attentive in 
health; but when violent sickness 
laid her on the bed of death, she 
was, at first, much alarmed; but 
a few days previous to her disso- 
lution, she gxpressed a perfect 
willingness to die; and in answer 
to the question, Are you willing 
to leave all your friends? naming 
thiem separately, she said, “Yes, 
all.’ ‘The second was a little 


girlsio her eleventh year, whose 
death was occasioned by her tak- 


ing cold, in her zeal to attend 
school and church in wet weath- 
er. Her teacher says she never 
had occasion to reprove her for 
inattention, tardy attendance, or 
indifferent recitations; and often 
would the tear start into, her eye, 
as she sung, the simple praises 
of her Creator. When disease 
had marked her for its victim, the 
only regret she expressed was 
on a Sabbath day. ‘Oh, moth- 
er, that 1 could go to church.” 
No other murmuring word escap- 
ed her. She often spoke of her 
Saviour, and of prayer; and when 
asked aday or two previous to 
her death, if she performed that 
duty, sweetly answered, “I do 
try tepray.” She sent to her 
teacher to request prayer for her 
at the Sabbath school; and on 
the follgwing morning fell asleep 
in Jesus; leaving not a doubt 
the minds of those around he 
aat her heart was changed by Di- 





vine ‘grace, and that her Sabbath 
‘school instructions. were. very 
conducive to this effect. 

' — 

Another teacher says of those 
reported by her, Five have made 
a professionof religion, three en- 
tertain a hope of an interest in 
Christ, and eight are in some meas- 
ure awakened to a sense of their 
@ituation as sinners, and their need 
of obtaining mercy through a Re- 
deemer, Five of the children 
have been taken from the instruc- 
tions. they were receiving af the 
school, to render an account of 
the improvement they had made 
of. them, before their and our 
Judge in heaven, Only one of 
them left any good evidence that 
her account would be rendered in 
with joy. S. A. P. attended punc- 
tually three seasons, not suflering 
any weather, however boisterous, 
to prevent her; after saying to her 
mother, ‘‘What a blessed thing it 
is to have Sabbath schools, I 
would not miss of one for ever 
so much, Her teacher observing 
her to weep one day, asked what 
ailed her? she replied, she was a 
sinner. She asked her ifshe did 
not love God? “Oh, yes,” said 
she, ‘1 love him hetter than [ 
do, my parents; I love him differ- 
ent from what I do them, and yet 
I keep sinning against him.” At 
about eleven years of age, she 
went.to service in a family in a 
distant town, and attended a Sab- 
bath, school there; and she con- 
tinued still to manifest the same 
spirit of piety, and spent much of 
her time in reading the Bible, It 
was noticed by the family, that 
when she went up to bed with 
the younger children, she was 
absent a long while; and one of 
them followed her up one evening, 
to ascertain what detainedher, and 
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foond her io prayer with the chil- 
drert; which she invariably :con- 
tinved until her last sickness, On 
being asked it she wanted to get 
well? ‘1 only want,” she replied, 
“to be submissive to:\Godl’s will.” 
She begged her mother to be 
faithful to her other children, and 
not to let them learn silly stories, 
and songs, which only filled their 
minds ‘with vain thoughts; but to 
send them to Sabbath schools, 
where they would learn the Bible 
and good hymns. Just before her 
death, some one asked her, how 
she felt? **Oh,” said. she, ‘lam 
almost at home;—I shall soon see 
my Saviour.” 
_ 
PIETY IN CHILDHOOD. 


A girl about 15 years old, who 
had been piously educated, and 
had’ Yearned the consolations of 
religion a year or two before, was 
attacked with the consumption in 
March ‘1824. Her name was 
Mary Roberts; and she lived in 
Holyhead, in the island of Angle- 
sea, [Irish Sea.] 

“At last,” says the Evangelical 
Magazine, ‘“‘the dreadful event, 
supremely welcome indeed to her- 
self, but inexpressibly painful to 
he? affectionate but resigned and 
submissive parents and friends, ar- 
rived. Her father telling her he 
could not bear the thought of part- 
ing with her, she with a sweet 
smile said, “Papa, think what 
Abrabam did when the Lord cal- 
led for his only son; and you hav- 
ing several other children ought 
to be submissive to the divine 
will.” The day before her death, 
when her father was supporting 
her head, she said that Christ was 
better to her than all the world ; 
and she advised her sister to seek 
religion early, adding that the bed 


i 





of sickness (the difficulty of! 


breathing, aad her cough were ve- 
ry painful) was,a,very inconven- 
ient. time to. beconre religious, 
«0, papa,”’ continued.she, **what 
if | had. now to begin to search my 
Bible? but I bless God, | can say, 
I know in. whom I believe, and 
that he is.able to support me ; and 
! will-trustio bim; yea, 1 would 
sooner die sow thanthat I should 
recover and become wicked!”’ 

She requested her father to di- 
vide her pocket mouey between 
the Bible and, Missionary Socie- 
ties, and also to distribute her 
Tracts...On th th day of Octo- 
ber her.allotted time was complet- 
ed; and she placidly slept in Je- 
sus. * 

— 
GOOD EFFECTS OF THE SUNDM® 
SCHOOL. 


The Report of the Colchester 
Sabbath School says, ‘‘We have 
reason to believe that the schodl 
has been instrumental in effecting 
much good. The fate revival 
apparently commenced among the 
teachers and scholars,—fourteen 
teachers and six scholars have 
made a public profession of reli- 
gion since their connexion with 
the school. 

The Report of the Hampton 
Sabbath School says, “Four teach- 
ers and one scholar have made a 
profession of religion since their 
connexion with the school.’ 

_: 

SABBATH SCHOOL BLESSINGS. 

Mr. Eprron,—Sir, by insert- 
ing the following communication 
you will oblige a subscriber, and 
it may prove the utility of Sabbath 
Schools. 

In the town of ———— resided 
Mr. G. a young man of - 
ble family, (and as the world calls 
it) of promiging appearances,—* 
Having established himself ‘ip 
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trade, he married an amiable 
pious lady, with-whom he liv 


atin 
the greatest harmony, altheugh 


he was not’wman of religious’ 
character, and was adicted to the 
degrading vice of profanity. - He 
often received reproof from his 
ammiahle eompanion, which was 
administered in so gentle a man- 
ner as not to give offence, he was 
urged by al] the'entreaties of love 
to abandon so heinous a vice, but 
all to no purpose. But as it fre- 
quently happens that great effects 
result from small’causes, so Mr. G. 
was constrained to abandon profan- 
ity by admonition coming from a 
source whence he little expected 
it. In thespring 1822, a Sabbath 
School was estalished in the vi- 
city, to which a lovely little 
girl, six years of age, attended, by 
the desire of her mother, though 
contrary to the wishes of her fa- 
ther, who ofien ridiculed Sabbath 
Schools, saying they were only 
designed for children who can re- 
ceive instruction in no other man- 
ner, and to keep unruly boys 
from strolling the streets on the 
Babbath. At the School she had 
learned, among other things, the 
commandments; and her teacher 
often explained them to her, in a 
manner level to her capacity. 
He had explained to her the na- 
ture of profane swearing, inform- 
fg her that it was net only a 
great sin against God, but that it 
was not becoming a gentleman’s 
character. _ One day at bome, 
bearing her father swear, she ran’ 
to her ‘saying, ‘‘Ma! ma! 
pa is not a gentleman, because he 
swears. And it is a sih, too, ma! 
and I wish you would ask him to 

* Mr. G, overhear- 
ing this, was so-foreibly struck by 
the expression of the little child, 
that he resolved from that time 


——» 


to. forsake profaning the holy 
name of God; and it was so wrought 
apon his conscience, as to bring 
him under conviction, and.in a 
short time to a knowledge of that 
j| Saviour -whom to know aright is 
life-eternal. He is now a worthy 
member of the church. No more 
unhallowed eaths are heard in his 
dwelling, but the morning and 
evening oblations are offered upon 
thefamily altar; in which, he fre- 
quently implores the divine bless- 
ing upon Sabbuth schools,to which, 
through the blessing of God, hé 
ascribes his conversion. 
N. Hz Repos. 
—_ 


We have received from a friend an 
account of the Sabbath Schoo] in Men- 
don, Monroe county, in the society of 
the Rev. George G. Sill. This school is 
ina very flourishing state. We hed 
the pleasure a few months since, of vis- 
iting it, and witnessing the interest 
which it excited. They had adopted 
the system of requiring: the whole 
school to recite the same lesson and all 
to be examined and instructed upon it 
together. This practice had the very 
happy effect, to engage the attention of 
the children more to the meaning than 
to the words of scripture, and as their 
task was easy, their exercises were ren- 
dered pleasant and useful. 

More than seventeen thousand ver. 
ses have been recited during the first 
quarter. 

In conclysion, our friend observes, 
“our highest expectations have been 
more than answered.” 

The American Sunday. School Un- 
ion has now in its employ. eleven Mis- 
sionaries. 

10" An unusual press of Sunday 
School affairs for the last month, must 
be our apology for omitting the pub- 
lieation of the Vimtayn, whee. it wes 
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